Algebra 2
Spanish Springs High School

Math Department

Mr. Kyle Penney Instructor

kpenney@washoeschools.net
Dear Parent/Guardians and Students,

I would like to take this time to welcome you to my class and Spanish Springs High School.  I am extremely excited about the upcoming school year.  Together we will journey on our quest to be successful.  We will struggle, discover, explore, and surprise ourselves with what we can do and learn with mathematics.

To make this class a year a success, I will need a tremendous amount of help and support from students, as well as parents.  When the team of students, parents, and teachers work together the chances of success are high.  Parents, you need to regularly ask your child about their progress in this class and how well they comprehend the material.  It is important to provide reinforcement and encouragement when viewing on your child’s homework binder.  Here is my class website.  If you go to the Alg 2 tab there is notes and info from our units which may be helpful when absent or when you need help etc.  

https://www.washoeschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=13043
Also, it is extremely important that your son/daughter can access the following:

· The online text book and resources - https://www.washoeschools.net/Domain/684
· Microsoft teams AND Their school email address through outlook / Office 365 sign in.  https://www.washoeschools.net/domain/628 - link can also be found through our high school website librarians page under student apps, which has a lot of useful info:  https://www.washoeschools.net/domain/1317
Parents together with your son or daughter please read and discuss the expectations and guidelines established for this math class.  I will try my best and work as hard as I can to enhance the students’ lives through mathematics.  I am confident with all of us working together as a team, we will succeed in our goal of providing the best possible education that your son or daughter deserves.  If there are any question or concerns currently or anytime throughout the year, please feel free to contact me at 425-7733 or email me at kpenney@washoeschools.net
Sincerely,

Kyle Penney

My signature below indicates that I have read and understand the Rules and Expectations for Mr. Penney’s classroom.  We are aware of the supplies needed, the importance of good attendance, and the study skills necessary to be successful in mathematics.

Student’s Name (print) ______________________________________

Date____________

Student’s Signature__________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________
Mr. Penney Room 151
Algebra 2 
Course Description:  This class is collaborative. The students will sit and work in groups. Testing will be done individually, as that is the requirement for all district and state tests.
Pre-requisite: completion of a 1 year Geometry course and Algebra 1 credit.  This class is required for admittance to most universities, and because of this, the curriculum is very specific. This is an accelerated mathematics course that combines a second or advanced course in algebra with an extended introduction to trigonometry. Topics include: linear equations in one and two variables, functions, systems of equations, polynomials and rational expressions, quadratic equations in one and two variables, logarithms, conic sections and trigonometric functions and identities.  The curriculum also adheres to the state math standards.  Each student is recommended to have a TI 83 or TI 84 graphing calculator.
You must be able to access the following for online/distance learning & communication:

· The online text book and resources - https://www.washoeschools.net/Domain/684
· Microsoft teams AND Their school email address through outlook / Office 365 sign in.  https://www.washoeschools.net/domain/628 - link can also be found through our high school website librarians page under student apps, which has a lot of useful info:  https://www.washoeschools.net/domain/1317
Attendance:  Students are required to attend class every day or to participate in instruction by obtaining and completing make-up work.  When make-up work has been accepted the absence will be changed to exempt and will not count toward absenteeism.   Students who miss 4 or more unexcused days of instruction without completing make-up work will fail due to absenteeism.  Please refer to the WCSD Attendance Policy for additional information
Class Rules / Conduct:        P.A.W.S
P:  Be Prompt

A: Accept Responsibility- no excuses.  Always bring all necessary materials
W: Work Hard – do all assignments, study and prepare for class, tests, quizzes
S: Show Respect – treat everyone in class with respect. Help others
It is your responsibility to have all the proper supplies necessary for success in this class.  It is the students’ job to come to class on time and prepared to learn with all the necessary supplies.  Every person is expected to show common respect and courtesy to all students, teachers, and guests in the classroom at all times.   Rude remarks, cursing, being moved, tardies, and your overall demeanor will impact your citizenship grade

· Consequences for disruptive behavior:  1st = student/teacher conversation, 2nd = parent or guardian notification, 3rd = parent/guardian notification, 4th = referral, **EXTREME CIRCUMSTANCES WILL RESULT IN AN IMMEDIATE REFERRAL**
Grading (Subject to Change):  All grades will be semester based.  Citizenship will be based on participation, behavior, homework, tardies, absences, and class conduct.  Grades will be posted in the room every 2-3 weeks after a unit test has been taken.  Homework will be given daily and will be graded on a scale of 0-10.  (Turning something in does not guarantee points. Test/Quiz/Final exams scores determine the bulk of what your overall grade is)


Materials:  You will need to bring the following materials with you on a daily basis: covered textbook, 3-ring binder with dividers (notebook), white ruled paper, graph paper, sharpened pencils, and a TI-83 or TI 84graphing calculator, DAILY!
Notebook:  A separate math notebook is required. Every student should be able to refer to his/her notebook to study, review, and utilize examples problems.
Tests & Quizzes:  Due to weighted grading a students’ overall percentage will reflect the students test and quiz scores. Quizzes happen frequently.  Some will be announced, some may not.  Tests will be announced at least two days ahead of time and will be preceded by some type of review on the class period before the test.  All work is expected to be shown on every problem for both test/quizzes.
· Unit Test Retakes: On most unit exams (NOT ALL) there will be a chance for students to retake the exam.  Students should remediate and learn the material before they retake a test.  The original test and the retake will be averaged together to produce the grade earned on the unit.  Students should be prepared and be ready on exam date. Retakes will only be allowed if students have all their assignments done and turned in AND if they made an attempt at ALL questions on original test, and it must be done before the end of the next unit For example, if a student wants to retake unit 2 it must be done before we test on Unit 3.  If a student is missing an assignment no retake will be allowed.  Quizzes cannot be retaken.
Textbook: The textbook can be accessed online.  I highly recommend students to utilize the online resources.  They are EXCELLENT for studying, extra practice, review and remediation.  They will find practice problems, practice quizzes, practice tests and a math XL program to help them with their learning outside of what we do in class.  Here is the link/web address to sign in and access all the resources. 
https://www.washoeschools.net/domain/684  
Absence Procedures:  Students are responsible for obtaining make-up assignments and notes.  They can ask or refer to the daily assignment sheet posted in the room for info. Make arrangements to make up tests/quizzes outside of class time.   Students will need to get the notes from another student, read through the section(s) in the text book, use the internet and/or see me for any help.  
Tardies:  The SSHS Tardy policy will be followed.
Cheating Policy:  Cheating is to copy or share answers to tests, quizzes, or assignment papers.  Cheating of any kind will NOT be tolerated.  The first offense will result in a loss of credit for that assignment.  Multiple infractions will result in loss of credit plus more discipline eventually leading to course failure.
What to do if you are struggling:  Find time to get help from me before school, or lunch. Find someone else in class that can help you. UTILIZE CLASS TIME AND YOUR GROUP!  Use the internet.  There are several websites that you can access/search.  Utilize all the resources from the online textbook.  Stay caught up! Read and study your concepts and examples in your notes or textbook
Assignment Guidelines:  Assignments for this class should be expected daily.  Expect there to be an in-class assignment as well as an out of class assignment, which may be accessed online, or in the book.  Every assignment should have your name and page number in the top right-hand corner, and work must be shown.  Assignments will be graded on a scale of 0-10 and graded on effort and completion AND/OR accuracy (work must be shown).  For assignments graded on completion, a student’s assignment percentage (20%) is not necessarily an accurate predictor or indicator of his/her understanding of the material.  This score reflects a student’s effort and hard work.  Assignments can also be graded by receiving 6 points for completeness, and 4 points for correct answers on two randomly chosen problems (accuracy).  Students must show all work!
Growth Mindset: In this class, we will expect and work hard to establish the Growth Mindset.  This is a very difficult and concept-based class.  Making mistakes, learning and growing from those mistakes are what is important and will lead you to a better understanding.  Math is a subject that must be practiced and discussed daily showing work to gain a deep understanding.  Your in-class participation, and self-discipline will be key you your growth as a math student. You must be able to work with your group as well as individually every day in class to discuss and help you learn and fix your mistakes.
Late Work:  Late work is accepted for up to ½ credit and only accepted before unit texts.  No late work will be accepted from units we have already completed.  Work must be shown.
Misc:

PARTICIPATE IN CLASS
LISTEN/FOLLOW DIRECTIONS

STAY CAUGHT UP

SPEND EXTRA TIME

Ask questions when you need help!!
Stay off of your phone!

Work and use class time!

NO EXCUSES. BE RESPONSIBLE
Grading Weights


Assignments/Class Activities				20%


Quizzes						15%


Test						50%


Final Exam					15%








